Arts Council ofthe Morris Area

Anne Aronovitch to Lead Arts Council

The Arts Council of the Morris Area’s Board of
Trustees is delighted to announce that Anne E.
Aronovitch has accepted the position as its new
Executive Director, effective June 2, 2008.

Anne has had a long and intimate relationship
with the arts. Trained as a pianist, she honed her
sight reading and accompanying skills serving
choirs in junior high, high school and college, and
she then earned college tuition money by working
as a vocal accompanist, voice coach and
instrumental accompanist. She also studied
organ, violin and voice and, at one point, seriously
considered graduate work in piano accompanying.
After completing her law degree at Seton Hall Law
School, she spent 23 years in the private practice
of law in several Morristown law firms, specializing
in real estate, banking and general corporate and
commercial law. Yet, all the while, Anne maintained
her active involvement with the arts — as a pianist,
singer and recorder player. Her ongoing love for
music and the arts was not to be denied.

In 1986, she initiated what has become a
substantial and meaningful relationship with the
Arts Council. Beginning as a volunteer in the Arts

2007 Giralda crowds

Council’s Business
Volunteer for the
Arts (BVA) program,
Anne initially applied
her legal skills to
assist The Women’s
Project of New
Jersey, an organi-
zation formed to
increase awareness
of the role of women
in the history of New
Jersey. She helped
that organization to incorporate as a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit and drafted their official bylaws. Her
work led to 23 years of service on the Board of
that organization, which produced the definitive
reference volume as well as a traveling exhibit
on the subject of women’s contributions to New
Jersey history. Her success in the BVA program
led to her joining the Arts Council’s own Board of
Trustees where she served for 12 years, 11 of
which were as the Board Secretary and Legal
Counsel.

Anne Aronovitch

(continued on page two)

OUR THANKS TO DONORS:

At Celebrate the Arts on May 15th, Bill
Keefauver announced the magnificent gift of a
$100,000 Endowment made to the Arts
Council in memory of his late wife, Barbara.
Mrs. Keefauver was instrumental in founding
the Arts Council and served for 17 years as its
first Executive Director, and, later, on its Board
of Trustees. This gift will fund an annual arts
education program enrichment in an under-
served public school in the Morris County
area. Our special thanks go to Bill for this
remarkable gift. The Arts Council also wishes
to thank the following corporations of Giralda
Farms, whose contributions and support made
the Giralda Lawn Concert possible: Open
Spaces Management Association, Inc.; Wyeth;
GRC Management Corp.; Maersk; and
RexCorp Property Management LLC d/b/a Rex
NJ Property Management LLC. Additionally,
the Arts Council thanks our Giralda sponsors:
Kings Supermarkets, Paul & Gail Mandel;
Richard R. Eger, Shirley Shapiro and Whole
Foods Markets, as well as John Weber of
J. Weber Designs, who donated the graphic
designs for this event. And, our thanks to
Provident Bank Foundation for their generous
support of the Art Council’s 2008-09 Arts
Education program guide.

Arts Council of the Morris Area Celebrates the LANDMARK
Anniversary of the 25th Giralda Lawn Concert

On Sunday, June 29th, the Arts Council of the Morris Area presented its mile-
stone 25th Anniversary Giralda Lawn Concert, which, due to the threat of severe
thunderstorms, moved to the rainsite at Madison High School. Undeterred by
heat and humidity, the highly enthusiastic audience filled every nook and cranny
of the auditorium and heartily applauded an outstanding performance by the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra under the baton of Jeffrey Grogan. Although much
time has elapsed and much has changed in the world since its inception, the
Giralda Lawn Concert remains an enduring classic.

(continued on page three)
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Rockin' the Green

On June 26th, from 6:30-8pm, the Trustees of the Morristown Green, in cooperation with
the Arts Council of the Morris Area, presented a free concert by those fab classic rock-
ers, the Robert Murdock Band. Masters of classic 60’s and 70’s Beatles-era “British
Invasion” and “American Response” rock ‘n roll, The Robert Murdock Band formed in
the 1980s and tours extensively in the Northeastern USA, opening for such acts as New
Riders of the Purple Sage, Leon Russell, Glen Burtnik (Styx), John Eddie, Gary US Bonds
and others. Whether performing original or “cover” tunes, the group just plain rocks!

Leveraging the Arts: New Initiatives & Gollaborations

Collaborating with the National Park Service and the Trustees of the Morristown
Green for the 75th Anniversary of the Morristown National Historical Park on the July
4th weekend, the Arts Council provided artistic programming consultation — securing
Soprano Virginia Hicks for the opening ceremonies on July 4th and the Solid Brass
Sextet for a free concert on the Green on the afternoon of July 6th. The Arts Council
has also consulted with the Morris County Park Commission on artistic programming
for the Fall Celebration of Japan’s Horticultural Heritage at the Frelinghuysen
Arboretum. The celebration will feature a performance of Japanese music and dance.
Future collaborations with the Park Commission are under discussion.

Choral Consortium — On June 18th, the Arts Council participated in the initial meet-
ing of a consortium of choral organizations in and beyond Morris County, with the goal
of promoting collaborations among the group. Concrete efforts to share resources,
coordinate calendars, etc. are already underway, spearheaded by Masterwork Chorus.
The next full meeting will take place on September 13th .

Young Adults Committee for the Arts — On June 4th the Arts Council held a meeting
at Greenberry’s Coffee Shop on the Green, inviting young adults to explore ways in
which arts and cultural events could provide more exciting and interesting alternatives
for people in their twenties and thirties to socialize and meet in downtown Morristown.

Mural Arts Project — Be sure to check the Arts Council website at www.morrisarts.org
for details about the creation of an outdoor mural on a side of the Morristown
Neighborhood House building located at 12 Flagler Street in Morristown. While paint-
ing of the mural is currently scheduled to begin in September, planning details for the
project, including how the community can participate, will be available online.

(continued from page one)

L-R: Lee Scott Howard sizzles on guitar, photo by
Bob Karp for The Daily Record ©2007; Robert
Murdock and Lee Scott Howard cookin’ on the Green

Solid Brass sextet; Soprano Virginia Hicks;

Marco Lienhard Japanese Music and Dance

At the time of the first Giralda concert in 1983, Ronald Reagan was
president, a gallon of regular gas cost $1.24, a dozen eggs $.86, and
a first class stamp $.20! Poverty was at its highest level in 18 years,
inflation was at 7.6%, unemployment at 9.7%, and the average home
price was $89,800. The hot trends of 1983 were the Cabbage Patch
dolls and the Rubik’s cube. Yet, the power and value of the arts in our
lives remains constant. Now, as then, Giralda offers families and
friends a respite from the concerns and distractions of the day — the
opportunity to hear a topflight orchestra performing inspiring music
live — and all for a highly affordable price which also supports the valu-
able work of the Arts Council.

David Clair, longterm Arts Council Trustee and Coordinator of
Volunteers for the concert, observes, “I believe the concert has been
successful for all these years because it combines picnic grounds
informality, a beautiful setting [usually], a very affordable concert, and
a first-class orchestra. As we celebrate the 25th consecutive year
presenting the event, we are pleased that it has become the place to
be on the last Sunday in June for so many people.”

Counterclockwise from top left: Now — First prize-winning picnic, “Petals;” Jeffrey Grogan conducting the 2007 concert;
Then (photos from 1988) — Security guards; Not for grownups only...; Arts Council Executive Director Barbara Keefauver with
conductor Michael Pratt, New Jersey Symphony Orchestra Manager Ben Pyne and unidentified Arts Council member
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